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E ngā mana, e ngā reo, e rau rangatira mā 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa 

Honourable Chris Finlayson, 

Distinguished Members of Parliament, 

Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps,  

Chers compatriotes, chers amis de la France, 

Bonsoir et bienvenue, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you here to the French Residence for France’s national day.  

Ladies and gentlemen, I am not going to break any news by telling you how the past year has been 

one of intense turmoil and trouble on a global scale. To mention four of the major fault lines:  

- 1st, recent elections in several international powers have shaken our perceptions of a stable world;  

- 2nd, globalization may have come to a standstill with the rise of a new protectionism and uncertain 

prospects for a number of free trade agreements;  

- Then, international crises in many parts of the globe have led to over 60 M people being displaced. 

This is a number historically unprecedented;  

- And finally, several regional hotspots from Asia to the Middle East are facing long-term dire military 

or diplomatic crises with the threats of unleashing terrible consequences across the world;  

As you know, France and Europe have been particularly affected by the direct impact of these events.  

Yet, these are the times we have to deal with.  

Without indulging in any misplaced chauvinism, I believe there has been a silver lining in all those 

clouds.  By choosing Emmanuel Macron as President, the French people voted for a young, energetic, 

resolute, open and pro-European political challenger. They have sent a message that goes far beyond 

national politics.  

Let me try to explain President Macron’s vision. 

In a recent speech President Macron said: “For decades France has doubted herself”. Now, at a time 

when populism seems almost inevitably on the rise, as countries face an extremely uncertain world 

order, France has chosen to change itself by moving forward, not backwards, and advancing practical 

solutions to a number of challenges, both economic and political, both international and domestic.  

Some might call it a cliché to characterize the new roadmap for France defined by President Macron 

as an avatar of the so-called French touch or French flair: unpredictable, as were our last elections, 



and sometimes uneven, yet counterintuitive, brilliant and successful when at its best. Still, I believe 

there is something very French in the way our country has decided, against many odds, to embrace 

and reaffirm its core values, and look forward to the future.  

Mr. Macron said his presidency would be guided by two concerns: first, finding ways to help the 

French “have confidence in themselves again”, and second, making France prosperous, strong and 

inspirational for the world. He has promised what he calls a “profound transformation” in France and 

Europe.  

These are the major changes that have already been announced, both domestically and 

internationally:  

- so, at the domestic level: a number of immediate reforms have been prioritized by the President 

including  a more flexible labor law environment, a simplified pension system, a corporate tax down 

to 25% . All of them in order to make France more competitive globally. Also announced was a 50 

billion Euro investment programme for the green transition and State modernization, as well as a 10 

billion fund for industry and innovation. In his own words, President Macron wants France “to 

become a start-up nation, meaning both a nation that works with and for the start-ups, but also a 

nation that thinks and moves like a start-up”.  We are already on the move! The capacity for France 

to attract foreign investors, talents and tourists alike has already surged over the last 6 months.  

Foreign investment projects are up by 30% from 2016, and the 2017 tourism numbers have exceeded 

by 6% the record of previous years. Two important announcements have also been made: first, 

France’s state of emergency, in place since the Paris terrorist attacks of November 2015, will be lifted 

this autumn. Second, to move further on actions on climate change, a new climate conference will 

take place in Paris next December and more concretely, France has the objective to become carbon 

neutral by 2050 with, among other measures, petrol and diesel cars being banned by 2040.   

- moving on now to President Macron’s international intentions: he has unequivocally proclaimed 

Europe to be a necessity for France’s future: accepting that major reforms are needed here, but 

Europe is something to embrace rather than to run from. At the G7 and G20 meetings, the President 

shared his vision for our planet in frank dialogue with world leaders on a range of difficult subjects 

like Syria, the migrant crisis, the environment, the future of Europe and Brexit. And, on a lighter note, 

we have France’s bids for the 2019 World Shearing and Woolhandling Championships, the 2023 

Rugby World Cup, the 2024 Olympic and Para-Olympic Games, and the 2025 Universal Expo. These 

all indicate our desire for a clear path towards renewed international exposure for France.   

And finally, despite having different views on climate change, President Macron has invited President 

Trump to attend Bastille Day celebrations in Paris on this day, in order to commemorate the U.S. 

entry into WWI 100 years ago. In spite of our differences, we share a common history. We retain 

strong bonds. 

Therefore today, we honour those men and women from the USA, Britain, Canada, Australia and 

New Zealand who came to France a hundred years ago.  As you remember, former Prime Minister 

John Key responded to such an invitation from former President François Hollande last year, and in 

April this year, Minister Finlayson, you attended the ceremony for the 100th anniversary of the battle 

of Arras. Those longstanding alliances are even stronger today, as we face similar challenges. Each of 

these meetings is an opportunity to acknowledge the past, but also to coordinate our policies, as you 

did Minister Finlayson with your French counterpart on subjects like the fight against terrorism. 



In all that I have said so far, I hope I have satisfied your interest about France’s new President. 

Obviously, New Zealand fits well into this picture as a key ally in the Pacific region and worldwide. I 

would like to acknowledge here the quality and warmth of our excellent relationship. It has been 

lifted in the past 2 years by an enhanced dialogue across all sectors. I am very pleased to continue 

working jointly with New Zealand’s new Ambassador in Paris, Jane Coombs, as I have done with 

James Kember in the past 2 years.  

 

I would now briefly like to outline how our President’s vision unfolds in our day to day bilateral 

relationship with New Zealand here in Wellington with the remarkable support of my team.  We have 

3 key objectives. 

Our first objective is to promote a spirit of dialogue and inclusiveness on the most pressing 

international and regional challenges  

We work together to uphold a rule-based international order. This is precisely what New Zealand 

and France promoted together tirelessly in the UN Security Council last year. 

We also engage in a frank, inclusive dialogue with all our partners, even when we disagree, be it 

on climate change, human rights or how to best address the Syrian crisis or the Middle East Peace 

Process. 

We support greater integration in the Pacific region. At the institutional level, with the accession 

of French Polynesia and New Caledonia to full membership of the Pacific Island Forum. And, at the 

economic level, with new submarine cable projects to bring the small islands into the digital world. 

The 2nd   objective is to foster strong partnerships in trade and business:  

 For example, French and NZ companies’ partnerships allow for faster, swifter and more 

competitive transport across New Zealand; this includes the new Chatham islands wharf, the CLR 

project in Auckland, the Transmission Gully project North of Wellington and the 30 M. trips made by 

train commuters in Auckland and Wellington, in addition to Airbus and ATR planes for Air NZ’s 

domestic fleet. 

 Another positive example is teamworking for a greener and sustainable environment; whether it 

is the first District energy scheme in Christchurch, or, e-vehicles like the autonomous Navya bus on 

trial at the Christchurch airport, or, common research through the Global Research Alliance on 

agricultural greenhouse gases.  

Our third objective is the people to people relationship where we are guided by the Maori proverb 

“Ka mura Ka muri”, walking into the future, our eyes wide open to the past.  

Let me mention here as an illustration two special events of our busy year of bilateral cooperation in 

culture and science. 

first,  “Ka mura Ka muri” is the main idea behind the design selected for the French memorial at 

Pukeahu National War Memorial Park in Wellington that will be unveiled in April next year. It is a 



half-million Euro project designed by Andrew Pattersons Architecture in Auckland. This will be a 

significant acknowledgement of our bonds, and a lasting milestone for our friendship.  

The second event I’d like to mention is the second edition of our Antipodes programme organized 

in 2017 to better connect France and New Zealand’s creative and tech entrepreneurs. 11 kiwi 

startups were invited by the Embassy and its New Zealand partners to attend Futur-en-Seine and 

VivaTech in Paris. These two major digital and tech events showcased France’s startup economy 

which has been recognized in the words of the CEO of CISCO, John Chambers as “the next big thing”. 

Kiwi companies received a lot of interest and have been equally keen about their participation. We 

look forward to increasing our cooperation in that sector next year with Antipodes 2018, possibly 

through a visit by a delegation of French innovation agencies and companies to New Zealand during 

TechWeek.  

It is now time to sum-up and conclude my speech. 

In short, across the breadth of our cooperation, we want to uplift the values that have made us what 

we are. In President Macron’s words:  “l'audace de la liberté, l'exigence de l'égalité, la volonté de 

fraternité” (“We want Liberty to be bold, Equality to be upheld, Fraternity to be our common will”).  

In this endeavor, we want to shape our own destiny rather than be shaped by external forces. Jointly 

with our friends and partners, it means addressing international security to embrace a positive 

globalization, fully harnessing the digital revolution without a social divide, and tackling climate 

change in all its dimensions. For this, and with a final quote from President Macron, we think that 

“the world and Europe needs a France which is confident in its destiny, a France who speaks up for 

freedom and solidarity, a France who knows how to invent the future”. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to thank you for your attendance today. Our countries and our 

people have much to share, and I hope we will always continue to do so in a spirit of openness and 

confidence in the future.  

Vive la Nouvelle-Zélande 
 
Vive la République 
 
Vive la France 
 
I would now like to invite you to raise your glass for the toast: “To the Queen, the Government and 
the people of New Zealand”. 
 


